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were good and influential. Through these, he met
all his father's friends In the War Office and
India Office, prominent among whom were General
Martin Dillon and Colonel Harnsby Drake. The
latter had been extremely kind to Abdul Satnad
since he came to England and during his stay
abroad their relations had become more intimate*
The Colonel had developed a fatherly liking for
the young barrister and through his influence Abdul
Samad was presented to Her Imperial Majesty's-
Court at a levee at St. James's palace on 2nd June
1902, by the political A.D.C. to the Secretary
of State for India.
The scene of the Levee, the royal seat, the simple
yet dignified arrangements at St. James's palace
were too impressive for the young banister. He had
not acquired the copimunist's approach to such
functions nor had the study of Engels and Marx
changed his outlook towards royalty and society that
became the vogue thirty years later with the Indian
students in London. His mind was free from any
social or class bias. He was a liberal in his views
and his outlook on society and what it stood for was
essentially liberal of nineteenth century hue. With
this outlook and mental attitude his bow and curtsey
for which he had made several rehearsals, was very
natural and bom of that pure loyalty and devotion
to the Crown that every Indian felt towards Queen
Victoria* This experience was one of the treasured
experiences that lived with him for a long time*